
Happy Holidays to Everyone!  2017 has 
been an eventful year and we are looking 
forward to a busy 2018!  This issue is a 
celebration of all the important work that 
has occurred over the past year and the 
amazing contributions of our members.
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Issue Highlights

HIDDEN CURRENTS.  That is how I would 
describe much of MPTA’s activities this year. Currents are 
powerful forces of motion that drive a body of water in a 
specific direction, and although some of that motion may be 
visible at the surface, much of it is not.  These past 9 months 
have moved physical therapy in Michigan forward and have 
systematically increased our “potential energy” for future 
efforts.  So what have we done and how have we done it?

First, I would like to address how we did it.  We have an 
energetic, inspired Board of Directors who took ownership of 
their respective areas, dared to try new approaches, and 
rallied a team of collaborators (i.e. committee members) to 
embrace the vision and take action.  We have been deliberate 
in executing our strategic plan by channeling our time and 
resources toward achieving specific objectives focused on 
bringing value to our members and the physical therapy 
consumers of Michigan.

So, what have we done? In this issue of Shorelines, you will 
get a flavor of the many and varied activities of your Chapter 
Leadership in 2017, presented here “by the numbers”: 

• Over 1,000 emails and tens of hours of meetings and phone 
calls among the Legislative leadership reflect the massive 
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The MPTA has been working diligently over the past year on 
various strategies to address concerns expressed by members 
and patients about Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
(BCBSM)/eviCore impact to care.  As of this writing, 
BCBSM announced several important changes to the eviCore 
program:
 • Implementation of the eviCore program to BCBSM  
  commercial products will NOT start July
  1, 2018 although no new start date was announced
 • A new corePath program will replace the existing eviCore  

  program starting January 1, 2018 for the Medicare Plus  
  Blue product and July 1, 2018 for the BCN products.   
  MPTA believes the corePath program appears to be an  
  improvement on the current program
 • Training for the new corePath program will be made a 
  vailable by BCBSM very soon 

We believe many of these changes have been in response to 
MPTA’s diligent work over the past year.  The Payment 
Committee believes it is in the best interest of our members 
and patients to petition BCBSM to discontinue the use of any 
eviCore program that profiles practices and controls cost by 
restricting access or rationing care.  Although MPTA will 
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PAYMENT DIRECTOR UPDATE

Presidents Message (Continued Pg 1)

Janis Kemper, PT

effort required to produce Senate Bill 582 which will allow 
PTs to issue disability parking placards, identify a vehicle bill 
for adding PTs and PTAs as mandated reporters of child 
abuse, and work with the Michigan Association of 
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine to ensure that the 
upcoming acupuncture licensure bill helps to bring clarity to 
PT performance of dry needling.

• Over 1000 emails and tens of hours of meetings, phone 
calls, and travel by the Payment Committee has yielded the 
development and execution of a strategy to address the 
unprecedented, foreboding issues and challenges associated 
with the BCBSM/eviCore program.  

• Over 375 emails and numerous hours by the 
Communications Committee developed a cohesive 
external communications strategy to enhance the visibility of 
physical therapy in the community, including representation 
of MPTA in the Michigan State Medical Society’s Scientific 
Meeting exhibition hall and other initiatives that will be 
rolled-out shortly.

• Over 900 emails and innumerable hours in meetings and 
phone calls by the Professional Development Director and 
the MPTA Liaison to the Michigan Board of Physical 
Therapy have led MPTA’s preparation to meet the 
professional development needs of MPTA members and 
potential members.  In addition, the MPTA Directors of 
Conference and Professional Development, District 
Directors, and the MPTA Conference Committee have 
continued to bring high quality speakers to MPTA 
conferences and have developed a plan to provide “quick 
hits” at Fall Conference, in-depth education sessions at the 
District level, and a focus on pain science education at the 
Spring Conference.  In total, nearly 2000 emails and 
countless hours reflect the MPTA efforts related to 
professional development!

• The Membership Committee has been active on a variety 
of initiatives to help ensure that MPTA played its role in 
helping APTA achieve the 100,000 member threshold.  
MPTA now has 3,147 members and counting!  

• The MPTA Student Relations Committee has continued 
its outstanding, annual Student Conclave programming, help 
with MPT-PAC fundraising, and engaging students in the 
importance of belonging the APTA/MPTA.

I hope you will join me in applauding the volunteer leaders of 
your MPTA and their tireless efforts in continuing to bring 
and enhance the value of belonging to MPTA. If you want to 
be a collaborator on this incredible team driving the 
future of Physical Therapy in Michigan contact me at 
mpta.com.  If there are ways you think MPTA can better 
meet your needs, please let us know.

Editor’s Note: According to my math, our volunteer MPTA 
leadership has drafted over 4375 emails on behalf of the 
MPTA membership to enhance our scope, protect patient 
access and reimbursement, communicate our professional 
brand, inspire our future clinicians and meet educational 
requirements for licensure in Michigan.  That is a staggering 
number of communication points with hours of service that 
are difficult if not impossible to calculate.  We are stronger 
together and many hands make light work.  Consider 
increasing your engagement in the MPTA for the future of 
your professional practice and access to services for your 
patients.  And thank a Board Member or Committee Leader 
when you see them. 
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LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Craig Miller, PT

MPTA Fall Conference attendees received an update on the 
MPTA priorities for the 2017-18 legislative session and had 
an opportunity to discuss current and future priorities in a 
roundtable format with legislative leadership including 
Genevieve Colon, PT (incoming Director) and Sue Talley, 
PT (Committee Chair).  This input will help shape future 
MPTA legislative priorities.  

The APTA held its first national State Policy & Payment 
Forum in Detroit Michigan September 9th and 10th.   The 
event brought together policy and payment leaders from 
across the country. MPTA leadership was in attendance to 
hear about problems and successes impacting physical thera-
py across the United States.  This information helps MPTA 
shape the future of our legislative activities. Thank you to all 
the MPTA members who participated in the event!

MPTA has some current legislative updates to share:
• Say YES to SB 582! This bill will update the MI Motor 
Vehicle Code to add physical therapists as professionals 
authorized to approve applications for disability parking 
placards. The bill is currently in the Senate Transportation 
Committee (at the time of writing), and will need to be passed 
out of committee before going to the full senate. Please visit 
the legislative area of the MPTA website for further details 

and talking points. Action Needed: Contact your Senator 
(members of the  Transportation Committee), if they are 
listed here, and ask them to vote to move SB 582 to the full 
senate: Tom Casperson (R) 38th district [Upper Peninsula], 
Ken Horn (R) 32nd District  [Saginaw/Genesse county], Phil 
Pavlov (R) 25th District [St. Clair/Huron/Sanilac], Jim 
Marleau (R) 12th District [Oakland county], Ian Conyers (D) 
4th District [Detroit/Allen Park]

• Auto No-Fault Reform – House Bill 5013 was recently 
defeated which would have had negative impacts on the auto 
no-fault status in Michigan. MPTA has joined with the Coali-
tion to Protect Auto No-Fault (CPAN) to improve advocacy 
for responsible reform efforts. 

I have enjoyed my years as your Legislative Director and 
thank you for the opportunity to serve and help lead the 
MPTA legislative activities. We are always looking for 
volunteers.  If you feel that you can contribute, or are interest-
ed in how you can help with legislative efforts, e-mail MPTA 
at MPTA@MPTA.com.   Thank you for being part of the 
MPTA!

work with BCBSM to improve processes and policies 
associated with eviCore, we will continue to advocate for 
discontinuation of any models of care rationing.  Strategies 
include: 
 • Meetings with BCBSM suggesting a value-based   
  approach for authorization and reimbursement that  
  accounts for comorbidity, outcome, and patient   
  satisfaction. 
 • Development of a patient portal to give patients a voice to  
  express their concerns.  PLEASE NOTE: The portal is  
  now deactivated. Patients who wish to express   
  dissatisfaction with decisions made by eviCore should  
  call the number on their membership card and state that  
  they have a “grievance.”
 • Submission of a complaint to the Insurance   
  Commissioner on 9/15/17. 
 • Working with Senator Stabenow’s staff to write a second  
  letter of inquiry to CMS about concerns related to the  
  eviCore program.
 • Collaboration with other groups to include the Michigan  
  Association of Chiropractors.  This collaboration is  
  exploring options such as arranging a joint presentation  
  before the MI House Insurance Committee, facilitating a  

  follow-on complaint to the Insurance Commissioner, and  
  working to educate employers on the impact that the  
  eviCore program will have on their employees.
 • Exploring partnerships with non-rehabilitation provider  
  groups such as the Michigan Society of Interventional  
  Pain Physicians who are also experiencing issues with  
  eviCore.
Other issues we are addressing with BCBSM include:
 1. Attempting to get more ICD-10 codes approved for  
  payment including vertigo, women’s health/pelvic floor  
  dysfunction, and TMJ pain and 
 2. Encouraging BCBSM to accept a prescription for PT  
  signed by a nurse practitioner.

The MPTA Payment Committee was very pleased that 
Priority Health has responded to our requests to approve a 
nurse practitioner referral/prescription for physical therapy. 
Please check https://mpta.com/payment/ for resources, updates 
and information on the ways in which MPTA is advocating for 
PTs, PTAs and our patients.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc
Director of Professional Development     

 

What a great year 2017 has been for the MPTA!   One 
of the strategic priorities of the MPTA is a 
commitment to building opportunities to increase 
professional competence for PT/PTAs across our state.

Here are just a few of the activities in progress:

• Creation of a MPTA-supported presentation on the identifi-
cation of human trafficking which is a new requirement for 
all licensed Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist 
Assistants. Special thanks to Jake Jacubiak-Kovacek for her 
hard work on this project!  The course is approved for 1 PDR 
and our goal is to have it available as an on-line program for 
the MPTA in 2018.   This is a “one time” requirement for all 
licensed health care providers in Michigan.

      

• The MPTA has provided many presentations about the new 
Professional Development Requirements (PDRs) for 
re-licensure to organizations and groups across the state.  It is 
important that all PT’s and PTA’s are aware of the 19 options 
for earning the 24 required PDR’s over the 2 year period prior 
to re-licensure.  
 - For those renewing in 2017 – 24 PDR’s will be  
  required by July of 2019;  

 - For those renewing in 2018 – 24 PDR’s will be  
  required by July of 2020
 - Everyone needs to have 1 PDR focused on Pain  
  Science/ Pain Management as a component of the 24  
  required PDR’s  

• Mark your calendars!  Our first annual Pain Summit will be 
held on Saturday March 24, 2018 at the Spring Conference in 
East Lansing.  The summit will be meaningful and relevant to 
physical therapy practice within an interdisciplinary team 
context.  Come join us and be a leader in the field! 

There has been some confusion on earning Continuing 
Education Units (CEUs) which is ONE of the 19 options for 
earning PDRs.   
 - MPTA has adopted 1 contact hour = 1 CEU
 - APTA uses the IACET system with .1 CEU granted  
  for 1 contact hour – or 10 contact hours = 1 CEU.    
  This is clarified on APTA certificates and web sites

The FSBPT PT Board exam review is now called “oPTion”.  
The Michigan Board of Physical Therapy has been notified 
and oPTion will be substituted for the FSBPT in the PDR 
descriptions in the near future.

One of our priorities for 2018 is to plan and coordinate 
“something for everyone” across our wonderful state.  
Districts will be coordinating educational efforts with the 
goal of touching all specialty areas so that a MPTA member 
can earn ALL 24 PDR’s in the areas of his/her interest 
RIGHT HERE IN MICHIGAN.   I would love to hear from 
you – please email me with the courses you would love to see 
come to Michigan.   hollyld@generationcare.org.   Thank 
you for your membership! 

Holly Lookabaugh-Deur and Jake Jacubiak-Kovacek
present Identification of Human Trafficking at MPTA Fall Conference
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Kathleen Walworth, PT, DPT
MPT-PAC Chair

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE UPDATES

Michigan was chosen as host to the 2017 APTA State Policy 
and Payment Forum in Detroit. Michigan was well 
represented with many MPTA leaders and individuals from 
our chapter membership attending the sessions. The awards 
presentation at this national conference serves as a fundraiser 
for the host state’s PAC. We were able to raise $2,495 at this 
one-time event. 

In October, we had another successful fundraising at Fall 
Conference in Frankenmuth. The Eastern District dominated 
PAC Wars XV, raising $2,770. The Karaoke fundraiser was 
back by popular demand. The family friendly atmosphere of 
the Ratskeller allowed for a wide variety of participants with 
everything from Disney to Journey and even a little bit of 
mini-golf mixed in. Attendees sang the night away, raising a 
total of $1,865. Plans for next year are already in the works. 

As we come to the end of 2017, I would like to encourage 
everyone to consider making a contribution to MPT-PAC. 
Our lobbyist and MPTA members have done a great job 
attending various legislative events to educate our Senators 
and Representatives on the issues that directly impact the 
practice of physical therapy and our patients’ access to these 
much needed services. At the time of submission, we have 
attended 25 fundraisers this year which leaves us with a slight 
deficit in our budget. A new legislative cycle begins in 2018 
with numerous new legislators and health policy committee 

members that will need 
to be educated on the 
value of our profession.  
There will be multiple 
issues that MPTA 
needs to respond to. 
Your contribution to 
MPT-PAC remains 
vitally important to the 
success of MPTA’s 
legislative priorities.   

Please consider making 
a secure online 
donation at 
mptpac.org today

Deb Doherty, PT, PhD

ONCOLOGY SIG APPROVED BY MPTA MEMBERSHIP

The MPTA membership voted to approve creation of an 
Oncology Rehabilitation Special Interest Group (SIG).  The 
Oncology Round Table has grown to over 60 PTs in the last 
two years with great interest in increasing collaboration and 
communication among therapists throughout the state of 
Michigan. Cancer survivors experience many challenges 
with the occurrence of multiple side effects and adverse 
events from the treatments for cancer. Physical Therapists are 
the most qualified of all the health professions to treat those 
side effects.  Oncology Rehab programs are currently at 
various levels of development throughout Health care Orga-
nizations and outpatient clinics throughout Michigan. 
We believe that a MPTA Oncology SIG will increase 
communication and collaboration to achieve three goals:
•  Increase quality of life for cancer survivors throughout the  
 continuum of care

• Increase awareness of oncology rehab to other health care 
professionals and Administrators sharing evidence based 
practice to increase referrals for oncology rehab and justify 
the development of more oncology rehabilitation programs
• Advocate for our profession to bring more awareness to 

the public about the role of 
physical therapy from the 
moment of diagnosis and 
throughout the survivorship 
continuum of care
If you are interested in joining the 
Oncology SIG contact me at 
doherty@oakland.edu

Katie Walworth and Kaelee Brockway 
Host the PAC table at MPTA Fall Conference

APTA State Policy and Payment Reform – Detroit

Deb Doherty petitions
membership for Oncology SIG
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MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

Chris Hinze, PT, DPT, CEEAA has been appointed to serve as the APTA’s representative to the 
National Physical Activity Plan Alliance (NPAPA) Board of Directors. “The NPAPA is a 
non-profit organization that is committed to insuring the long term success of the National Physi-
cal Activity Plan (NPAP). The Alliance is a coalition of national organizations that have come 
together to ensure that efforts to promote physical activity in the American population will be 
guided by a comprehensive, evidence-based strategic plan. The Alliance is governed by a Board 
of Directors (BOD) that is composed of representatives of organizational partners and at-large 
experts on physical activity and public health.” (www.physicalactivityplan.org)

APTA has been a long standing organizational partner of the NPAPA. Dr. Dianne Jewell previ-
ously served in this role and recommended Dr. Hinze’s appointment to this board.  “Dr. Jewell has 

been an exceptional mentor throughout the transition of representation.” The role does not have a specified duration of 
service but the goal is to identify and support emerging leaders who may be a good fit in the future.  Dr. Hinze anticipates 
a duration of service of 2-3 years.

Dr. Hinze completed the Certified Exercise Expert for the Aging Adult (CEEAA) certification through the Academy of 
Geriatric Physical Therapy in 2017 which will help him perform in this role.  He currently serves on the Board of Directors 
for Norte, a non-profit organization with the mission of “building a stronger, better connected and more walk/bike friendly 
Traverse City by empowering the young and young at heart.” 

Congratulations Dr. Hinze on your appointment to this national initiative.

been an exceptional m

Chris Hinze Appointed to National Physical Activity Plan Alliance Board of Directors

It was “just another day – like any other day” at prayer group when Sreedevi Chande, PT, DPT 
realized something was different.  One member of the large group slumped over and became 
unresponsive.  

Dr. Chande jumped into action to participate in 2 person CPR for the 10 minutes it took for EMS 
to arrive.  “There was a cardiologist in the prayer group acting as our team leader and another 
person was checking the pulse.   The person started to have a weak pulse prior to arrival of EMS 
who determined that further CPR was not required.  He got a pacemaker placed the following day 
and was supposed to go home.”  

When asked about how prepared she felt to administer CPR, Dr. Chande replied “I focused on making sure I was delivering 
compressions at a good intensity and rate. I did not know I was prepared until that moment.  I did not even hesitate or think 
about it, I just did it. I was absolutely prepared, having recently taken the computer simulated CPR training”.  She shares 
this final thought with her fellow PTs and PTAs: “We are more prepared than we think we are.  Should such a situation arise, 
we will all jump in and do what we have to, to save someone's life without any hesitation or doubt.”
Well said Dr. Chande and well done!

     

When asked about ho

Physical Therapist Provides CPR in the Community
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MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

Romina Bella  is beginning her 9th year as a practicing Physical Therapist.  
As a new grad, she took a position with Henry Ford Health System that 
allowed her to work in one of their outpatient clinics for 20 hours/week and 
in the acute care setting for 20 hours/week.  After being in this position for 
just under a year, Dr. Bella realized that the acute care setting was really 
where she loved to practice and transitioned full time to Henry Ford 
Hospital's Main Campus.  She currently works in the Medical Intensive Care 
Unit as the lead PT in the Early Rehab Program.
Dr. Bello was an APTA member for a couple of years after she graduated 
from PT school.  After taking a break from active membership she felt that 
she was missing out on opportunities associated with having a membership 
and decided to re-join again in the last year.
This award is important to Dr. Bello because she “was nominated and 
selected by her peers/colleagues that truly understand what being a Physical 

Therapist is about.”  She is honored that her peers recognize her advocacy for her patients and the profession.  Dr. Bello 
shares “I often see patients at their very worst and in their most vulnerable state and helping them to recognize their 
successes in those moments is so powerful.  In my role as a PT in our Early Rehab Program, I have the ability to involve 
patients and their families in the recovery process.  Hearing a patient say ‘I feel human again’ or a family member who tells 
me ‘when I saw therapy come in to work with my family member, I knew the team still had hope’ is what keeps me pushing 
to advocate for patients and the important role Physical and Occupational Therapists play in the acute care setting.  The 
work my colleagues and I have done over the last two years in our medical ICU's is definitely what I am most proud of in 
my career.”

The Michigan Physical Therapy Association embraced APTA’s theme 
of “Better Together” by being a sponsor of the Michigan State Medical 
Society’s 152nd Annual Scientific Meeting in Novi, Michigan.   
Nationally and locally, the physical therapy professional associations 
are focusing on strategic partnerships with organizations that share 
similar interests and goals.  Participation was coordinated by MPTA 
Director of Communication’s Karin Crute and the MPTA 
Communications Committee.  MPTA volunteers spoke with hundreds 
of physicians from all over Michigan about key issues where physical 
therapists and physical therapist assistants have opportunities to help to 
transform society with our physician colleagues.
Physical therapy’s role in combating the national opioid epidemic and 

the #ChoosePT campaign was a topic of interest.  In addition, the APTA’s “Find a PT” and “Find a Board Certified Clinical 
Specialist” systems were highlighted.  Each MPTA member should visit the APTA’s ‘Find a PT’ database to register or 
update their demographic and practice information to ensure that physicians or patients searching this database will receive 
accurate information.  Only a fraction of MPTA members are registered on this members-only database.  The MPTA hopes 
to increase the size and accuracy of this powerful search engine.  Special thanks to the MPTA members who helped host 
this event including Matt Likins, Emily Wilson, Shreepal Chanduri and Chris Wilson.  In 2018, the MPTA plans to reach 
out to other organizations to collaborate with to show that we are “better together”.

MPTA Outstanding Clinician Award Recipient

Communications Committee
“Better Together”: MPTA at Michigan State Medical Society Annual Meeting

Romina Bello receives award from Karin Crute

Emily Wilson, Chris Wilson and Shreepal Chandur
 provide information On Physical Therapy services
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The Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth, MI was full of PT and 
PTA pre-professionals, clinicians and leaders on Friday Oct 
13th and Saturday Oct 14th.   The pre-conference course, 
“Management of Balance Impairment and Falls in Cancer 
Survivors” presented by Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD, 
GCS, Min Huang, PT, PhD, NCS and Cindy Pfalzer PT, 
PhD, FACSM, FAPTA sold out well in advance.  The 
exhibit hall was bustling leading seamlessly into the poster 
viewing and platform presentations.  The Friday night 
awards dinner honored clinicians and students in front of 
colleagues and family members.  Afterwards many 
attendees and their family members showed off their 
singing skills at the MPT-PAC Karaoke event.   Friday and 
Saturday afternoon educational sessions were packed with a 
variety of educational content including in-patient rehab, 
geriatric care, referral in the emergency center, 
documentation, the movement system, pediatric orthopedic 
injuries, anterior hip pain, human trafficking, acute care 
tests and measures, pain science, pelvic PT, and the 
hypermobile patient.

Thank you to all conference committee members, 
exhibitors/sponsors, and volunteers that help to make our 
conferences successful!

Save these Dates!
Plan now to attend MPTA’s Pain Summit on Saturday 
March 24, 2018 in East Lansing and MPTA’s Research 
Day and Fall Conference Oct 5-6, 2018 in Traverse City.   
Visit the MPTA website and Facebook page for further 
details.
Students – Mark Friday, March 23 on your calendars for 
Student Conclave at the Kellogg Center

We Need You!
Did you know presenting at conference counts towards 
PDRs?   Consider submitting a session proposal for a future 
conference.  Submission forms can be found on the MPTA 
website under “Events”

 
 
 

 

Thank You to Everyone Who Made the
MPTA 2017 Fall Conference a Huge Success
Melanie Wells, PT
Director of Conferences

Special thanks to Gayle Wallace for the wonderful conference and awards photos!
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Awards
Congratulations to all those who received awards at the
MPTA Annual Awards Ceremony October 13, 2017
APTA/MPTA Emerging Leader Award 
Kaelee Brockway, PT, DPT, GCS, CEEAA 

Marjorie N. Stamm Outstanding Service Award
Kristine A. Thompson, PT, MPH, PhD

Outstanding Clinician Award, PT 
Romina Bello, PT, DPT

President’s Award
• Niki Chakur, PT, DPT
• Karen Frederick, PT, DPT, CLT, FACHE

MPTA Clinical Education Consortium Special Interest Group
Cynthia Kincaid Outstanding Clinical Instructor Award
Mary E. Loomis, PT 

Norene Clouten Outstanding Center Coordinator of Clinical Education Award
Jamie Janes PT, DPT, CCCE 

MPTA Institute for Education and Research Awards
Mabel E Holton Research Award
Nora Fritz, PhD, PT, DPT, NCS
Poster Awards 
Student Poster - Alexis Cherven, SPT
Professional Poster - Jonathan Michael Rose, PT, MS, ATC, SCS
Case Report - Eliana Neuman, SPT 

Team Rehab Scholarships 
• Charlie Anderson, SPT – Wayne State University
• Kathryn Barkley, SPT  - Andrews University
• Jenae Brown SPT – Grand Valley State University
• Brooklyn Foy, SPT – Central Michigan University 
• Gregory Schilz, SPT – Oakland University
• Holly Tripp, SPT, - University of Michigan - Flint

MPTA Outstanding Student Awards 
• Carrie Labadie, SPTA – Baker College – Auburn Hills
• Amanda Nugaliyadda, SPTA – South University 
• Ian Smith, SPTA – Delta College
• Kristen Vadnais, SPTA – Mid Michigan Community College
• Krystin Dreyer, SPT – Central Michigan University 
• Joshua Hass, SPT – Wayne State University 
• Katie Moy, SPT – Oakland University 
• Rachel Selina, SPT – University of Michigan Flint
• Rebecca West, SPT – Grand Valley State University 
• Katie Young, SPT– Andrews University

Thanks to our Outgoing Leaders:
• Nicholas Platko PT, DPT, Cert. MDT - Treasurer
• Craig Miller, PT - Legislative Director
• Edward Mathis, PT, DPT - UP District Chair
• Cameron Williams, PT, DPT, MS - Chief Delegate
• Matt Likins, PT, MPT, OCS - Federal Affairs Liaison
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Awards Ceremony - Mike Shoemaker

Certificate of Appreciation - Ed Mathis UP
District Chair, with Mike Shoemaker

Clinical Specialist - Lisa Kay Odabachian PT,
with Chris Wilson

Certificate of Appreciation - Matt Likens, Federal Affairs
Liaison, with Mike Shoemaker

Emerging Leader - Kaelee Brockway, with Ed Mathis

Marjorie Stamm Outstanding Service Award -
Kris Thompson with Mike Shoemaker

Outstanding Clinician PT - Romina Bello
with Karin Crute

Outstanding Poster Student Research
- Alexis Cherven with Cathy Larson

Mabel E Holton Research Award -
Nora Fritz with Laura Kordick

Clinical Specialist - Leslie Marie Smith DPT,
with Chris Wilson

Certificate of Appreciation - Cameron Williams,
Chief Delegate, with Mike Shoemaker

Certificate of Appreciation - Chris Miller,
Legislative Director, with Mike Shoemaker

Lo
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Outstanding Student - Amanda Nugaliyadda
South University, with Niki Chakur

Outstanding Student - Joshua Hass
Wayne State Univ, with Niki Chakur

Outstanding Student - Rebecca West
Grand Valley State Univ, with Niki Chakur

Presidents Award - Karen
Frederick, with Mike Shoemaker

Team Rehab Scholarship - Janae
Brown, Grand Valley Univ,
with Robin Firby

Team Rehab Scholarship - Charlie
Anderson, Wayne State Univ,
with Robin Firby

Presidents Award - Nicole Chakur
with Mike Shoemaker

Team Rehab Scholarship - Brooklyn Foy,
Central Michigan Univ, with Robin Firby

Team Rehab Scholarship - Kathryn,
Barkley, Andrews Univ, with Robin Firby

Team Rehab Scholarship - Holly Tripp,
UM-Flint, with Robin Firby

Team Rehab Scholarship - Gregory,
Schilz Oakland Univ, with Robin Firby

Outstanding Student - Carrie Labadie,
Baker College, with Niki Chakur

Outstanding Student - Ian Smith,
Delta College, with Niki Chakur

Outstanding Student - Katie Moy
Oakland Univ, with Niki Chakur

Outstanding Student - Katie Young
Andrews Univ, with Niki Chakur

Outstanding Student - Krystin Dreyer
Central Michigan Univ, with Niki Chakur
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WHO’S WHO
AT MPTA
President
 Mike Shoemaker, PT, DPT, PHD, GCS
Vice President
 Edward Mathis, PT, DPT
Secretary  Karen Berg, PT, DPT, OCS
Treasurer  Nicholas Platko, PT, DPT
Speaker of the Chapter Meeting
 Chris Wilson, PT, DPT
Director of Legislative Affairs
 Craig Miller, PT
Director of Professional Development
  Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc, GCS
Director of Conferences Melanie Wells, PT
Director of Payment
 Janis E. Kemper, PT
Director of Membership &
Academic Engagement
 Meri Goehring, PT, PhD, GCS, CWS
Director of Coomunications
 Karin Crute, PT
Chief Delegate
 Cam Williams, PT, DPT, MS
MI Representative to the PTA Caucas
 Gayle Wallace, PTA
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Email: mpta@mpta.com
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2017 BOARD

PTA Updates
Gayle Wallace, PTA
PTA Caucus Representative

The Physical Therapist Assistant Program will 
celebrate its 50 year anniversary in 2019.  In 1969, the 2 
original training programs graduated a total of 30 PTAs.  
In 2016, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports 140,300 
jobs with a projected growth of 30% by 2026.  It’s not 
too early to begin planning celebrations at the Chapter 
and District levels.  

Senate Passes NDAA with PTA Inclusion in 
TRICARE

On September 18th, the Senate passed its annual 
version of the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA), a United States federal law specifying the 
budget and expenditures of the United States Depart-
ment of Defense.  According to the APTA website, 
“The Senate bill includes an amendment to NDAA that 
calls for the US Secretary of Defense to revise 
TRICARE so that it recognizes PTAs (as well as occu-
pational therapy assistants). APTA worked with the 
office of Sen Thom Tillis (R-NC) to introduce the 
amendment.”  The House and Senate must reconcile the 
two versions of the 2018 NDAA and APTA will contin-
ue working with legislators to ensure the best language 
in the final law.  This milestone change would expand 
service to beneficiaries under the TRICARE program.   

PTA Advance Proficiency Pathways (APP)

The purposes of the APTA Advanced Proficiency 
Pathways (APP) Program for the Physical Therapist 
Assistant (PTA) are to:

• Provide PTAs with clearly defined post-graduation 
educational curriculum that leads to advanced profi-
ciency in a selected area of physical therapy including  
Acute Care, Cardiovascular/Pulmonary, Geriatrics, 
Oncology, Orthopedics, Pediatrics, and Wound 
Management

• Promote PTA career development by providing a 
self-initiated curriculum completion process that 
strengthens the PT/PTA working relationship and 
encourages life-long learning

• Assist physical therapists, employers, consumers, the 
health care community, and others in identifying PTAs 
with advanced knowledge and skill in a specified area 
of physical therapy

For more information go to http://www.apta.org/APP
The Deadline for submitting nominations for Outstand-
ing Physical Therapist Assistant Award and/or 
Outstanding Physical Therapist & Physical Therapist 
Assistant Team Award is December 1, 2017.  To learn 
more got to http://www.apta.org/PTA/HonorsAwards/

I want to hear from you, your students or your 
colleagues who are not members of the MPTA. Send 
your questions, ideas or suggestions to hiker208@com-
cast.net.

Vice President
Edward Mathis, PT, DPT

ecretary  Karen Berg, PT, DPT, OCS
reasurer  Nicholas Platko, PT, DPT
peaker of the Chapter Meeting

Chris Wilson, PT, DPT
irector of Legislative Affairs
Craig Miller, PT

irector of Professional Development
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc, GCS

irector of Conferences Melanie Wells, PT
irector of Payment
Janis E. Kemper, PT

irector of Membership &
Academic Engagement

Meri Goehring, PT, PhD, GCS, CWS
irector of Coomunications

Eastern Distric
 Jennifer Blac
Western Distri
 Kaelee Brock
Northern Distr
 Christopher H
Upper Peninsu
 Edward Math

MPTA MA
1055 N. F

Alexan
Phone: 1-80
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EASTERN DISTRICT
Jennifer Blackwood, PT, PhD
District Chair

DISTRICT NEWS

To get the latest in District News see the MPTA website at www.mpta.com/districts 

NORTHERN DISTRICT
Chris Hinze, PT, DPT
District Chair

Eastern District 
By Jennifer Blackwood, Chair

The MPTA Eastern District leadership team continues 
to organize engaging events for District members to 
advance practice!   In 2017, we held five courses and 
two district meetings with over 300 combined 
participants at these events. 

October & November were busy months in our district. 
We thank the University of Michigan-Flint for hosting 
two courses. The first course brought Earllaine 
Croarkin PT, MPT, NCS, an engaging speaker from the 
National Institutes of Health, to present “Chemotherapy 
Induced Peripheral Neuropathy-Dealing with the Foot 
and Balance Issues” for 2 CPD.  A PT Day of Service 
‘socktober’ sock drive was held during the course and 
over 80 pairs of socks were donated to a local shelter in 
Flint.  The second course featured Dr. Karen Litos, PT, 
DPT, WCS, a women’s health clinical specialist, to 
present “Protecting the Pelvic Floor in Female Patients: 
Review for Non-Women’s Health PTs” for 6 CPD.  
Proceeds from this course were donated to the MPTA 
Institute for Education and Research. 

District leadership thanks Oakland University for 
hosting the annual PT Month educational event on 
October 5th, where Dr. Sujay Galen PT, PhD presented 
clinical insights from his research with NuStep. Over 
175 clinicians and students gathered to network and to 
learn how various muscles in the lower extremity are 
activated while using a recumbent stepper. We were 
able to give away 2 free course registrations for the 
courses offered on Oct 19th and Nov 11th.  If you were 
not able to attend, this meeting, go to our Facebook 
page and watch the ‘Facebook Live’ recording. 

Election results for the Eastern District include Jennifer 
Blackwood as Chair and Mike Kinyon as Director for 
two year terms January 2018 through December 2019.  
We invite more members to become engaged in district 
leadership and would enjoy discussing this with you. 
Events in 2018 will collaborate with other MPTA 
districts and will be announced on our Facebook page 
(“MPTA Eastern District”), the MPTA webpage, 
Shorelines or through our monthly email 
communication. If you are not receiving the email 
messages, please check to see if your email information 
is correct in your ‘Profile’ at apta.org (log in to view on 
the top right corner). 
See you in 2018!

The results of the 2017 MPTA Elections resulted in a tie 
for Northern District Vice Chair.  The MPTA Board of 
Directors voted on Thursday, October 12th to appoint 
Dr. Nick Hamlin and Dr. Sarah Patterson as “Co-Vice 
Chairs” of the MPTA Northern District with a two-year 
term beginning on 1/1/2018. Welcome Nick and Sarah! 
We are thrilled to have your passion, energy, and 
leadership here in the Northern District!

The MPTA would like to thank outgoing Vice Chair, 
Dr. Tim Zipple for his service to the District!

2017 was a busy year for the Northern District. In 
September, Central Michigan University (CMU) was 
host to the District-sponsored “Movement Matters” 
professional development course a course design to 

Clinicians and students engaged in the presentation at the annual
PT Month Educational Event at Oakland University on Oct 5th. 

Earllaine Croarkin PT, MPT, NCS from the NIH teaches about chemotherapy
induced peripheral neuropathy and appropriate footwear at the Oct 19th course.

Course Participants with Patient Instructor
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To get the latest in District News see the MPTA website at www.mpta.com/districts 

UPPER PENINSULA DISTRICT
Edward Mathis, PT, DPT

“Apply neuroplasticity and exercise dosing principles 
for your most challenging patients, and enhance 
functional independence outcomes with creative and 
innovative treatment interventions while promoting 
safety for both the patient and therapist with Safe 
Patient Mobility Equipment”. This was presented by 
Jamie Haines, PT, DScPT, NCS, Assistant Professor at 
CMU, Margaret Arnold, PT, CEES, CSPHP, and 
Jennifer McIlvaine, PT, MSPT, CSPHA. The course 
was well attended by PTs, PTAs, and students from 
throughout Michigan.

 

The UP District held its first annual UP Summer 
Summit in August 5-6th with 14-16 PDRs offered 
through two separate courses: Rehabilitation of the 
Injured Runner & Geriatric Rehabilitation: Optimizing 
Outcomes in the Aging Adult.  We look forward to 
offering another conference-style weekend to help meet 
the PDR needs of district members.  If you have a topic 
that you’d like to present, please email the district 
through the www.mpta.com.  We are currently seeking 
topics and speakers for 2018.  The UPD is also working 
on teaming up with our Fall Conference Speakers on 
Human Trafficking to bring you a pre-recorded lecture 
to fulfill this one-time requirement.  Stay Tuned!

I am happy to introduce our newly elected officers who 
begin their roles in 2018: 

• UP District Chair: Caroline Gwaltney, PT, DPT, CWS
• UP District Vice-Chair: Margo Recla-Juedes, PT,   
 DPT, CEAS I, Cert-APHPT

They will bring new perspectives to our leadership team 
and continue to work on our strategic goals of 
promoting continued competence and networking 
within the UP.  Please welcome them as they assume 
their new roles!

New leadership allows me to move on from the chair 
position after 9 years of service!  I have taken on new 
service positions at the chapter and section levels, but 
will continue to be a resource for the UPD.  My time as 
your chair was rewarding as I networked with 
numerous professionals throughout the district while 
serving as an APTA delegate and member of the MPTA 
Board of Directors.  This opportunity has allowed me to 
grow as a leader and for that I am thankful.  I could not 
have done this without the help of many colleagues 
including Tim McGuire who encouraged me to run; 
past chairs Geri Conner and Cam Williams and their 
words of wisdom; for my vice-chairs Allen Duyck and 
Chris Moore (who is also outgoing and deserves a 
round of applause) who assisted in continuing 
education planning/development; and for the team of 
directors during my term including Tim Tracey, Mark 
Kargela, Kip Hartman, Michelle Morrow, Kristina 
Latva, Lisa LaBar, David Columb, Jessica Chouinard, 
& Beth Modell.  I am so grateful for all your service and 
your friendship!  Thank you!

Chet Fobear, patient instructor and
Jamie Haines, clinical instructor
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ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
Bill Scott, PT, MSPT

Andrews University was represented by faculty and 
students at the Education Leadership Conference (ELC) 
and the MPTA Conference this fall.  The MPTA 
Conference was held October 13-15 in the Heart of 
Michigan’s Southern Bavaria. It was an Oktoberfest of PT 
events that would make the people of Gaylord proud. 
Professor Ryan Orrison MSPT, OCS presented a poster on 
his current research, “Student Scores on Commercial 
Preparatory Examinations as a Predictor of Success on the 
National Physical Therapy Examination”.  Orthopedics 
Professor Phil Jasheway PT, DScPT, OCS, presented his 
Capstone project “Reliability of Behind the Back Shoulder 
Measurements in a Clinical Setting”. Our students for 
Andrews University enjoyed their time taking in the sites of 
the conference and networking with students from other 
Michigan universities.
 

Education Leadership Conference (ELC) was held Oct 
13-15 in Columbus OH this year. Deep in the heart of 
Buckeye territory, nine hundred physical therapy educators, 
clinicians and physical therapy stakeholders from across the 
country converged to work on refining their pedagogy.  
ELC was a weekend of collaboration, networking and lively 
town hall meetings.  A large focus this year was 
inter-professional education and how to implement it into 
physical therapy curriculum.  Andrews University 
professor Bill Scott PT, MSPT, DCE presented a platform 
session on his collaborative research with Professor Caryn 
Pierce PT, MSPT, JSCC, BCSI, MTC. “Reporting and 
Barriers to Reporting Among Physical Therapy Student 
Interns Before and After an Applied Ethics Course.”  ELC 
is a growing each year and programming continues to be 
extremely insightful. 

BAKER COLLEGE OF AUBURN HILLS
Sarah Case, PT, DScPT

The Baker College PTA Program faculty were excited to 
begin the new semester format of the curriculum this Fall. 
The transition from quarters to semesters required a two and 
half year long planning process. We are eager to implement 
all of the positive changes for the students and the program.

Congratulations to the 2017 cohort!  We will graduate 21 
students in December, eight of which have already taken 
and passed the NPTAE. Carrie Labadie (Class of 2017) was 
nominated for the Outstanding Student of the Year Award 
at the MPTA Conference in Frankenmuth. She has 
demonstrated outstanding academic performance, 
leadership and service to the community throughout her 
time in the program. Congratulations Carrie!

The 2017 Pinning ceremony will be held on December 15th 
at 7 p.m. in the Student Center on campus. We hope to see 
many clinical instructors, alumni, family and friends in 
attendance that evening.

CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
J. Tim Zipple, PT, DSc

CMU News: The weather and the trees are changing and 
it’s time to get out the long-sleeved shirts and coats. The 
CMU DPT Program began another school year with 
excitement and anticipation. Many of our faculty and 
students attended the MPTA Fall Conference in 
Frankenmuth, MI in October and enjoyed the presentations 

Elisabeth Schell sDPT and
Olivia Zaharie sDPT enjoy 
the MPTA Conference

Professor Bill Scott PT, MSPT, DCE
at ELC

Carrie Labadie receives her Award from Niki Chakur
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and festivities. Kudos to Jake Jakubiak-Kovacek, PT and 
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc, GSC for their 
presentation on the Human Trafficking epidemic in 
Michigan!

At our 12th Annual Professional Transition and 
Recognition Ceremony on September, we honored Herm 
Triezenberg, PT, PhD, our founding director, as our Guest 
Keynote Speaker. We brought him out of retirement to give 
a stirring presentation on his life-journey in physical 
therapy. Kristin Vanderark, PT, MS, NCS presented Amber 
Daman, PT, DPT, GCS with the Outstanding Alumni 
Award for 2018. Our Outstanding Student Award this year 
went to Krystin Dreyer, SPT, while the Team 
Rehabilitation Award went to Brooklyn Foy, SPT. The 
MidMichigan Health Systems Physical Therapy 
Scholarship went to Jena Petzold, SPT, awarded by Kevin 
Crossman, PT.  The Professional Values Award and 
scholarship, chosen by the Class of 2018 for demonstrating 
exemplary service to the DPT Program, her cohort, and her 
profession, was the PTSO Vice-President and Hands for 
Health (pro bono clinic) coordinator Krystin Dreyer, SPT! 
Way to clean-up at the awards banquet Krystin! 

At the MPTA Fall Conference in Frankenmuth, these 
students were again recognized for Outstanding Student 
and the Team Rehabilitation Awards at the Friday evening 
Awards Banquet. The Outstanding Student Research Poster 
Award went to our very own Alexis Cherven, SPT. 
Congratulations Alexis! 

Other than that, it’s business as usual with our Monday 
night pro bono clinic (Hands for Health) and our afternoon 
pro bono clinic for patients with Parkinson’s Disease 
(MOVE! for Health). The students also held a fundraiser at 
Buffalo Wild Wings for PTSO outreach programs that was 
successful ($490 dollars raised). And finally, the fall 
semester brought out the competitive nature of the 1st- and 
2nd-year students in the Powerpuff Football competition, 
played by the woman in the program and coached by the 
men. The 2nd-year woman came away with the prestigious 
bragging rights this year!

MID MICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Crystal Parker, PTA, BS

MMCC’s PTA Program is off to a great start this fall with 
19 new students.  The program welcomed Dr. Jason 
Whitney to the faculty.  He comes to us from MidMichigan 
Medical Center – Gladwin where he is a staff PT.  He is 
instructing the SPTAs in neurological rehabilitation, 
prosthetics, and cardiopulmonary topics.  MMCC also 
recognizes our lab assistant, Elizabeth Hackett, PTA who 
has proven to be an invaluable asset to the smooth running 
operations of each lab course.  She has modified her 
methods to assist four different instructors maintaining a 
high quality of  effectiveness in each course.  We are 
thankful for our faculty and staff and their commitment to 
our program.

This fall, the second-year students have been busy with 
interprofessional education with the nursing program.  The 
SPTAs provide first-year nursing students with education in 
transfers, gait training, and PROM. Additionally, the 
first-year students are getting acclimated to life in the PTA 
Program and participating in the PTASTIC student club for 
PT Month, fundraising, and community service.  The Fall 
community service events included an on-campus blood 
drive and sorting clothing for Isabella County foster 

Outstanding Student Research Poster Award winner
Alexis Cherven, SPT, surrounded by Drs. Zipple, Haines,
Sung and SPT’s Alexandria Roberts and Katie Ouillette

1st- and 2nd-year students at CMU after the hard-fought battle
had concluded!

Jena Petzold, SPT receiving her MidMichigan Health
Systems Scholarship Award from Kevin Crossman, PT



www.mpta.com • Winter 2017 ■ 17

children at the Foster Closet of Michigan. 
For more information about the PTA Program at MMCC, 
look to www.midmich.edu/pta.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
Beth Black, PT, DSc

It has been a busy summer and fall at Oakland University.  
The School of Health Sciences was reorganized into 
departments.  Dr. Kris Thompson is now Chair of the 
Human Movement Science Department comprised of 
Physical Therapy and Exercise Science curriculums.  Dr. 
John Krauss is the DPT Program Director. Our university 
also welcomed a new president, Dr. Ora Pescovitz, a 
physician who previously held academic and administrative 
positions at Indiana University and the University of 
Michigan.

Dr. Kris Thompson and Dr. Deb Doherty recently presented 
at the annual MIPERC (Midwest Interprofessional practice, 
Education and Research Consortium) on September 22 in 
Grand Rapids.  The platform presentation was titled:  
“Outcomes of an interprofessional workshop focusing on 
pain management and prescription opioid abuse”. The 
presentation described an interprofessional workshop that 
brought together students from the schools of Health 
Sciences, Nursing and Medicine to delve into the topic of 
prescription opioid abuse. Participants learned about the 
CDC guidelines, listened to an interprofessional panel of 
experts (PT, NP, MD, Psychologist), and problem solved a 
case study in small interprofessional student groups.  It was 
such a great success that another event is planned for 2018.
Oakland University was pleased to host the MPTA Eastern 
District meeting on October 5th. Dr. Jennifer Blackwood, 
Eastern District Chair, discussed the benefits of belonging 
to APTA/MPTA and updated the membership on several 
current issues.  There was an interesting and engaging 
presentation by Dr. Sujay Galen from Wayne State 
University on the “Clinical implications of lower extremity 
muscle activation while exercising using a recumbent 
stepper”. The event was also live streamed for the first time!

The MPTA Fall conference provided many faculty 
members and students the opportunity to provide 
educational sessions and to present their research. Dr. 
Melodie Kondratek and Dr. Bryan Kuhlman presented the 
educational session “Non-arthritic Anterior Hip Pain in the 
Younger Patient: Examination and Intervention Strategies”.  
Platform presentations included: 

• “Retrospective review of patients referred to PT with 
the diagnosis of adhesive capsulitis” by Dr.  Doug 
Creighton and DPT students Joanna Martin and Abbe 
Richards

• “Outpatient physical therapists’ attitudes, practice 
behaviors and knowledge of blood pressure”

    by Dr. Sara 

Pictured is the 2018 and 2019 PTA Program cohorts on wear
orange day to recognize PT Month, 2017.

Pictured left is Kristanna Kaschner and pictured right is Samantha
Purdy sorting clothes at the Isabella County Branch of the Foster
Closet of Michigan.

Oakland University
hosts Eastern District
meeting on October 5
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Arena and program graduates Dr. Alicia Reyes, Dr. 
Matthew Rolf and Dr. Nicole Schlagel

• “Description and correlation of fitness measures to 
body mass index and age among boy scouts” by Dr. 
Sara Arena and DPT students Leah Riley, Greg Schilz, 
Eric Schultz, and Bethany Watterworth

• “Aerobic exercise training effects on resting vital signs 
in African American and Caucasian women following 
breast cancer treatment: A pilot study” by Dr. Jackie 
Drouin and Dr. Charles Marks  and DPT students 
Cecily Ciaramitaro, Katherine Hebert, and Caitlin 
Williams 

• “Lumbar Range of Motion & Activity Levels in 
Adolescent Males” by Dr. Melodie Kondratek and 
DPT students Megan Brownlee and Allison Uhazie

    Poster presentations included:
• “Immediate effects of low-velocity side-lying manual 

lumbar traction in patients with painful active lumbar 
motion” by Dr. Doug Creighton, and graduates Dr. 
Sarah Cubr and Dr. Alexa Schweiger.

•  “Cancer prehabilitation for patients diagnosed with 
head and neck cancers: a narrative review” by Lori 
Boright, PT and Dr. Deb Doherty.

• “College students with cerebral palsy: perceptions of 
college experiences” by Dr. Chris Stiller, Dr. Melodie 
Kondratek, and DPT students Erika Vallie and Hailey 
Noe.

• “Cerebellar stroke occupational therapy and physical 
therapy management from ICU to outpatient: a case 
report” by Dr. Chris Wilson, Christina Mitchell, OT 
and DPT student Katherine Hebert. 

Student Research Reports included: 
• “Best practices for public policies for palliative care 

physical therapy: a critical review of the literature” by 
Honors College graduate Amber Baldwin under the 
supervision of Dr. Chris Wilson. This project has been 

accepted for publication in an upcoming issue of 
Rehabilitation Oncology.

•  “Description and comparison of health behaviors to the 
agility T-test and one mile run among boy scouts” by 
Honors College student Elisabeth Bulliner under the 
supervision of Dr. Sara Arena.

Several OU faculty, clinical faculty, and students were 
recognized at the MPTA 2017 Fall Conference Awards 
Banquet. Dr. Beth Black was recognized for receiving a 
research grant from the MPTA Institute for Education and 
Research. Dr. Jamie Janes received the Noreen Clouten 
Outstanding CCCE Award. Dr. Kris Thompson received 
the Marjorie Stamm Outstanding Service Award. Two 
members of the DPT Class of 2017 were recognized; Katie 
Moy received an MPTA Outstanding Student Award and 
Greg Schiliz received a Team Rehab Scholarship. Also, 
congratulations to Dr. Deb Doherty who drafted a motion to 
form an MPTA Oncology Special Interest Group. The 
motion was approved at the MPTA Membership Meeting.

Finally, our congratulations to DPT program alumnus Jeff 
Cook, PT, DPT, OMPT who received an Oakland 
University Outstanding Young Alumni Award during the 
recent Oakland University Awards Banquet.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN – FLINT
Karen Berg PT, DPT
Co-Academic Director of Clinical Education

Accomplishments abound at the University of 
Michigan-Flint Physical Therapy Department!

• Dr. Shweta Gore PT, DPT, GCS on September 21, 2017 
became the 1st Ph.D. in Physical Therapy student to 
successfully defend her dissertation entitled “Subjective 
Assessment of Physical Activity in Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease.” Dr. Gore is the first individual to 
obtain a Ph.D. degree from the University of Michigan 
– Flint as her Ph.D. in Physical Therapy is the only 
Ph.D. degree available on this campus. She is also the 
first individual to earn a Ph.D. in Physical Therapy 
degree from a university in the state of Michigan, as the 
University of Michigan-Flint Ph.D. in Physical Therapy 
program is the only one in the state. If you are interested 

Dr. Chris Wilson and Katherine Hebert, SPT with poster presentation

Katie Moy with Niki Chakur            Greg Schilz receives Team Rehab
                                                             Scholarship
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in pursuing your Ph.D. in Physical Therapy please 
contact Dr. Cathy Larson at clarson@umflint.edu.

• Dr. Laura Smith PT, Ph.D., OCS, MTC, FAAOMPT 
received the 2017 Midwest Interprofessional Practice, 
Education, and Research Center Award which 
recognizes her scholarship, mentorship, and 
demonstrated ability to “empower colleagues and 
students to engage in inter-professional learning and 
collaborative practice.”

• Congratulations to Dr.’s Jennifer Blackwood, PT, Ph.D., 
GCS and Amy Yorke, PT, Ph.D., NCS who were both 
promoted to Associate Professors with Tenure! 

• Congratulations to Dr. Jennifer Blackwood who received 
the University of Michigan-Flint Provost Innovation in 
Teaching and Lucinda Hinsdale Stone Junior Women 
Faculty Awards.

• Welcome Dr. Suzanne Trojanowski, PT, DPT, NCS who 
joined the PT faculty as an Assistant Professor. Dr. 
Trojanowski is very active in the APTA and the MPTA.

• We said farewell to the entry-level and post-professional 
classes of 2017 in late August and welcomed to our 
campus 60 DPT students into the entry level class of 
2020. 

• Congratulations to former student Rachel Selina DPT on 
receiving the MPTA Outstanding Student Award!

• Congratulations to Holly Tipp SPT on receiving the Team 
Rehabilitation Scholarship!

Faculty and students were involved in multiple 
activities at the MPTA Fall 2017 Conference
• Students helped with registration and introducing 

speakers.
•  There were 18 total posters of which three were in the 

Professional Research Report, five were in Student 
Research, and 10 were in the Case Report categories.

• One pre-conference course and 3 educational sessions 
presented by faculty were enthusiastically attended and 
well received. 

• Big congratulations go out to Eliana Neuman, SPT; Kayla 
Hahn, SPT; Alex Heffner, SPT; Madalina Hill, SPT; 
Erica Sherman, PT, DPT; Jennifer Blackwood, PT, 
PhD, GCS; and Susan Talley, PT, PhD(c), DPT, 
C/NDT for being awarded the Outstanding Poster in the 
Case Report category for their research titled “Use of 
body weight support system and FES cycle for 66-year 
old male following a right MCA CVA: A case report”.

Students in the DPT program have been actively 
engaged in multiple service activities.
• International Service Learning in July and August 2017. 

Adjunct faculty members Michele Lambaria PT, MPT, 
NCS, Julia Okuly, PT, MPT, OMPT, and Earl Mayhew 
PT took 18 DPT students to Roatan, Honduras where 
students had the opportunity to evaluate and treat 
patients in their homes, clinics, and at community 
outreach facilities. Students reflected on the profound 
impact the opportunity provided them and that it offered 
a whole new perspective on culture, access to resources, 

and what it means to be a global citizen.

• The DPT Student Association
- Hosted a Chili-Cook-Off and raised almost $400 to 

support a family in need from the Flint North End Soup 
Kitchen during the holiday season.

- Volunteered at Flint’s Crim Festival of Races assisting 
the races organizers in a multitude of ways. 

- Raised over $1,800 for the Making Strides against Breast 
Cancer Walk which supports local community members 
fighting breast cancer with an additional $508 being 
raised in their penny wars!

- Hosted a Level 3 Kinesiotaping Course on December 2, 
2017.

• PT Heart, the student run pro bono clinic in the North End 
Soup Kitchen in Flint, continues to flourish!

- Utilization by members of the community has increased 
by 300% over in the past year

- Recent renovations have improved the space and natural 
lighting.

- If you are interested in volunteering at PT Heart as the PT 
Clinician on Fridays from 11:30 am until 1:30 pm please 
contact Dr. Amy Yorke at amyorke@umflint.edu. 

Continuing Education
• We will be hosting an inter-professional educational 
day for physical therapy clinicians on April 21st, 2018 
at the University of Michigan-Flint on Early Recovery 
after Surgery (ERAS) in conjunction with Beaumont 
Health. Nurse anesthesia, physical therapy, and 
occupational therapy are a few health professions that 
will be represented. PDR’s will be available and further 
information will be coming later this year. If you would 
like to receive additional information on this 
educational event please contact Dr. Karen Berg at 
karberg@umflint.edu. 

• After much deliberation, the Physical Therapy 
Department at the University of Michigan-Flint has 
decided to close our Clinical Certificate and Residency 
Program. It has become apparent to us that clinic-based 
models of Residency Education are more feasible than 
our current academic unit -clinic partnership model. We 
are still committed to post-professional education for 
PTs and will be refocusing our post-professional 
resources in areas of the online t-DPT degree and other 
formats such as webinars, online courses and 
face-to-face continuing professional development 
educational opportunities for clinicians, as well as the 
Ph.D. in PT program which focuses on preparing PTs 
for faculty positions in academia.



American Physical Therapy Association
Michigan Physical Therapy Association
1055 N. Fairfax St, Suite 205
Alexandria, VA 22314

Michigan Physical Therapy

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NORTH AMERICAN INSTITUTE  
OF ORTHOPEDIC MANUAL THERAPY

For more information, contact:

Valerie Coolman, PT, DSc, COMT, OCS, FAAOMT
Director, Postprofessional Degree Program 
Phone: 800-827-2878    Web: andrews.edu/shp/pt/postpro

Become a Master Clinician!
Choose Andrews University
Partnered with nationally and internationally recognized North 
American Institute of Orthopedic Manual Therapy (NAIOMT), we offer: 

 Continuing Education courses
 AAOMPT Fellowship through NAIOMT
 Competency credit for previous 

continuing education
 Manual Therapy certification
 Doctor of Science in Orthopedic 

Manual Therapy
 Orthopedic Residency Program

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS: 
New full-time, 
on-campus DScPT 
& t-DPT programs 
available


